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(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To improve the reliability of a system by providing plural CPUs accompanied 
with a resetting means, measuring the number of times of its reset with the other normal 
CPU when abnormality is generated in one CPU and repetition reset is set and stopping 
the function of an electronic controller when the number of times of the reset exceeds 
a prescribed number. 

CONSTITUTION: In an electronic controller ECU 1, CPUs 2a, 2b are mounted by every 
channel, operations of the CPUs 2a, 2b are monitored by timer circuits 8a, 8b, 
respectively, and also, when abnormality is generated, its function is stopped 
temporarily, and after a prescribed time lapses, it is reset and restarted. When 
abnormality is generated in the CPU 2a, the timer circuit Ba resets the CPU 2a, and 
restarts it after a prescribed time lapses. As long as the function of the CPU 2a does 
not return to its normal state, the reset and the restart of the CPU 2a are repeated, the 
normal CPU 2b counts the number of times of the reset, and when it exceeds the 
prescribed number of times, the normal CPU 2b stops its own function. In such a 
manner, where is no possibility that the ECU causes the malfunction, and the reliability 
of a system can be improved. 
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